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FROMTHEEAST
A message from Worshipful Robert S. Strohmeyer
Fraternal greetings from the East, my brethren.
February is Masonic Widow?s Month, and we focus together this month
on ensuring the well-being and welfare of the widows of our lost brethren.
Every man should take care to look after those in need, but the care and
concern for our widows is particularly incumbent on Masons.
The legends of our order illustrate for us the importance of caring for the
widow, and counsel us to remember that we, each one of us, tender a
delicate grasp on the life of this world. We are taught to look after one
another, and care for each other?s families according to their need and our
ability. These charitable obligations should not be unique to Freemasonry,
but for us they are paramount for the building of a better world.
Freemasonry is not merely some men?s club, concerned only with the
trivial entertainment of its members. It is a family of brothers, and the fold
of that family encompasses one another?s wives, widows, sisters, mothers,
and daughters. We lovingly refer to these members of our family as our
Sweethearts.

Worshipful Bob Strohmeyer
Master

On Saturday, February 16, we will be hosting our annual Sweethearts
Dinner. The event will be held at Pasta Primavera in Walnut Creek, beginning at 5:30 PM. Brother Terry Killgore,
our Junior Warden, has arranged for guests to select from a menu of entrees at the event, so the fare is sure to appeal
to all. As always, the price for brethren is modest, and Sweethearts dine free. I hope you will all RSVP online, as
this is a truly special event for our Lodge.
If you know of a Masonic widow who may not be aware of the event, I ask that you please reach out to her and
extend the invitation. We will also be sure to provide transportation for any widow who needs a ride. Please inform
either myself or Brother Killgore if you?re aware of anyone who needs assistance.
We should also remember to support our Masonic Homes, this month and always. The Masonic Homes were
created to shelter widows and children in need, and continue to provide truly excellent care for our seniors. The
operation of these important facilities in Union City and Covina, as well as our Masonic Outreach Services that
provide care for those still living in their homes or in other retirement communities, requires substantial donations
from Masons like us.
I ask that you all join me in making a contribution to our charities this month. Better yet, if you haven?t already,
please consider making a monthly contribution to the Let?s Write the Future campaign.
? Robert S. "Bob" Strohmeyer
rstrohmeyer@acalanesfellowship.com
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FROMGRANDLODGE
A Proclamation from M ost Worshipful Stuart A. Wright
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FROMTHESECRETARY'STABLE
Greetings from Worshipful C. Randall Tolerton, PM , Secretary

Here we go for another new and exciting Masonic year! The most important event
from an administrative point of view is the collection of dues for 2019. The response
has been most encouraging. Dues cards for those who have paid and for Life
Members have been mailed. If you have paid and have not received a card, please
email me at secretary@acalanesfellowship.com. If you have paid by PayPal, there
may be a slight delay. If you have forgotten, dues are $176 for the 2019 Masonic year.
The new year has begun with a bang. We have three new candidates in queue for
First Degrees, and several newly affiliated brothers. And while it is very gratifying to
initiate new brothers into the Craft, it is even more gratifying to welcome back
brothers who have not attended for a while. We are here the first Tuesday of every
month. Fellowship and ?meet and greet? from 5:30 to 6:30, dinner from 6:30 to 7:30
and Stated Meeting begins at 7:30 sharp. Our next Stated Meeting is Tuesday
Worshipful Randy Tolerton, PM
Secretary
February 5, 2019. We enjoy great fellowship, excellent dinners, and the ritual just
gets better and better. Come on back. If you need a ride, call me or email me at the
address above. See you at the meeting!

BIRTHDAYS& ANNIVERSARIES
Th ir d Degr ee
An n iver sar ies
Chandler S. Eason, Jr. - Feb 16, 1961 (58 years)
Michael P. Kenny - Feb 16, 2010 (9 years)
Terry R. Killgore - Feb 18, 2017 (2 years)
George R. Peck - February 4

Brian O. James - Feb 25, 2003 (16 years)

Russell S. Kennedy, PM - February 5

Gerald W. Walker - Feb 28, 1989 (30 years)

John R. Osborne - February 8
Harvey A. Uhl - February 12
Ralph W. Runckel - February 14
Daniel M. Argueta - February 14
Larry W. Strohmeyer - February 17
Gary G. Charland, PM - February 18
James H. Chamberlain, PM - February 20
R. Justin Knebel - February 27
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LODGESOFINSTRUCTION

M asonic Education from Worshipful H arry G.P. Burt, PM
It has long been the ambition of our Worshipful Master to bring a program of
Masonic Education to the Lodge. He and I have explored the possibilities for more than
five years. To this end we have agreed to attempt to put on a pretty ambitious program
in the form of a series of Lodges of Instruction.
These will be short tiled events of 60 to 90 minutes each on non-Stated Meeting
Tuesday evenings starting at 6:30, to be followed by Fraternal Fellowship. The program
will be something along these lines:

- Tuesday, M arch 26 at 6:30 PM : First Degree Lodge of Instruction
- June/July: Second Degree Lodge of Instruction
- September : Third Degree Rusty Trowel

Worshipful Harry G.P. Burt, PM
Chair, Masonic Education Committee

- November : Third Degree Lodge of Instruction

We are already putting together the program for the March 26 Lodge of Instruction with at least the following three
subjects:
- Lodge Walkabout (Presented by Worshipful Cary Carlson)
- Initiatic Symbolism of the First Degree (Presented by Worshipful Robert Strohmeyer)
- Masonry in context of Initiatic Traditions (Presented by Worshipful Harry Burt, PM)
The following are also on our radar, one of which might be added to the program if we find an enthusiastic and skilled
presenter.
- Unpacking the Monitor
- Initiation, Silence, and Secrecy -- Why and What For?
- The Value of Symbolism: Revealing and concealing meaning
For all the Lodges of Instruction we shall try to get an outside speaker to bring us new thoughts and ideas. Your thoughts
on this program are most welcome. Catch me or our Worshipful Master at the next Stated Meeting with your ideas.

M ar k you r calen dar s f or t h e f ir st in ou r ser ies of t iled
Lodges of In st r u ct ion : Tu esday, M ar ch 26, 6:30 PM .
All r egu lar M ason s w elcom e if pr oper ly vou ch ed f or .
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MUSICALMEDITATION
H armonious reflections from our Organist, John P. M inagro
Throughout my life I have felt inspiration from the words of various scriptures, but I?ve also been profoundly moved by
the words and music of all kinds of songs, even Broadway or popular songs.
Included below is a link where you can go online to listen to the piece and enjoy the marriage of word and music, which
always deepens its spiritual message. I would also encourage you to read, or better yet read AND listen to each song at
least 3 times? in one sitting, or over the course of the month? allowing the words, music, and their message of inspiration
and joy to find place into your mind and being.
REQUEST: If any brother has a song in mind that they feel has been especially meaningful to them, please write me and let
me know about it ? organist@acalanesfellowship.com
At the January Stated Meeting for our lodge, following the reading of the Sacred Roll, the piece Solveig?s Song was played,
on a Tenor Baroque Flute, without words or accompaniment. I didn?t realize it when choosing to play this song but quite
serendipitously the words to Solveig?s Song seem to me to be a most appropriate expression when paired with the reading of
the Sacred Roll, a song that we brothers sing to those named on that list.
In 1875 Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg was asked to write incidental music by fellow countryman Henrik Ibsen for his
play ?Peer Gynt? (written in 1867) to be played at its premiere in Oslo, Norway in 1876 and was met with high praise. Later, in
1888 & 1891 Grieg took his music and made two four movement suites, one of which is known to us at the Peer Gynt Suite. In
the story, Peer travels the world having one adventure after another, and the simplest message one might draw from Peer Gynt,
is expressed in the author?s prose: ?If you lie: are you real?? But in Solveig?s Song, Solveig falls in love with Peer and sings a
plaintively beautiful song to him saying that no matter where he should go, she will wait for him and be there when he returns,
even if that reunion will finally take place in heaven at the throne of God.
Here are the words to Solveig?s Song, in a poetic translation in English, the original having been written in the
Danish-Norwegian spoken in Norway at the time.
SOLVEI G?S SONG
Words: Henrik Ibsen ? Music: Edvard Grieg
The winter and spring both may come and pass by
And summer days may fade and the year may die
But surely you will come back one day to me
And I shall still be waiting as once I vowed to be.
Ahhh? .
God guard you where?er you may stray by sea or land
God comfort you if now at his footstool you may stand
Here, until you come, I shall be waiting alone
And if you wait on high, I shall meet you there, my friend* !
Ahhh? .
Thanks go to brother Andrè Sternang, Junior Deacon, for assistance with the translation.
You can listen to Marita Solberg singing it here: https://youtu.be/_R2XG9CnOj8 [6:39]
John P. Minagro
Organist
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RECENTEVENTS

A look back at some of our recent highlights

Fir st Degr ee f or
Br ot h er Har old
Hast in gs
On Tuesday, January 29, we
conferred the First Degree of
Masonry on Brother Harold
Hastings. Junior Warden Terry
Killgore performed admirably as
Master for his first time in a degree.
We're proud to welcome Brother
Hastings to our Masonic Fraternity.

2019 Cr ab Feed
Our January 26 Crab Feed was one of the finest on record.
Brother Adam Hanin did an excellent job coordinating the
event, with phenomenal support from many of our brethren and
the Job's Daughters of Danville Bethel #247. As of this writing,
final accounting is still underway, but it's clear it was a very
successful fundraiser.
Thank you to all who participated, dontated, and bid on our
silent auction!
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LODGECONTACTS
M ain Ph on e Nu m ber : 925-284-7815
Role

Con t act

Em ail

Ph on e

Master

Robert Strohmeyer

master@acalanesfellowship.com

925-284-7815, ext 5

Senior Warden

Adam Hanin

srwarden@acalanesfellowship.com

Junior Warden

Terry Killgore

jrwarden@acalanesfellowship.com

Treasurer

David Kreutzinger

treasurer@acalanesfellowship.com

Secretary

Randy Tolerton

secretary@acalanesfellowship.com

925-284-7815, ext 4

Chaplain

Frank Shoffner

chaplain@acalanesfellowship.com

925-284-7815, ext 8

Hall Association
(Building Rentals,
Maintenance, etc.)

Pete Peterson

hallassociation@acalanesfellowship.com

925-284-7815, ext 7

Masonic Education

Harry Burt

masoniced@acalanesfellowship.com

Charity & Service
Committee

Fred Lezak

charity@acalanesfellowship.com

Webmaster

Andre Sternang

webmaster@acalanesfellowship.com

Trestleboard

Robert Strohmeyer

trestleboard@acalanesfellowship.com

Organist

John Minagro

organist@acalanesfellowship.com

St r eet Addr ess

M ailin g Addr ess

Acalan es Fellow sh ip Lodge
925 M or aga Rd.
Laf ayet t e, CA 94549

Acalan es Fellow sh ip Lodge
P.O. Box 1
Laf ayet t e, CA 94549
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IMPORTANTFEBRUARYDATES
Feb 5: Stated M eeting

Feb 16: Sweethearts

Feb 26: Third D egree

Be sure to join us for our monthly
Stated Meeting. Refreshments will
be served at 5:30 pm. Dinner at
6:30 pm. Meeting begins at 7:30
pm. RSVP Today!

All Masons and their ladies ? and
especially our beloved Masonic
widows ? are encouraged to
attend our Sweethearts Dinner.
Ladies dine free! RSVP now!

All Master Masons are invited to
the raising of our brother Noah
Maier to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason at 6:00 PM. A
festive board dinner will follow the
ceremony. RSVP in advance!

