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F​rom the East  ​-Worshipful Harry G.P. Burt, Master   ​ master@acalanesfellowship.com  

We now pitch in to a New Year full of significance for our gentle 

craft. Three hundred years of good men developing themselves to 

better repair the world that will be enjoyed by their children and 

grandchildren.  And so it is a time to reflect on what we are: as 

people; as Freemasons; and members of our Lodge. The New Year 

resolutions we all made and most likely will break pall into 

insignificance against the obligations we take as Masons: 

obligations that bind us to improve ourselves; obligations to our 

brothers, our families, to society and to God; obligations that force 

us to dig deep into ourselves and ask whether we are doing the best 

we can. By these obligations we form a society in which we can all 

feel “at home” whether we are the high or the low, the rich or the 

poor, remembering that Masonry unites us all no matter our 

country, sect, or opinion and causes true friendship to exist among those who might otherwise have 

remained at a perpetual distance. Our Lodge fully reflects these ideals. 

We are making a good start to the year with two initiations and a raising, an application under 

investigation and two more prospects who have asked for applications. Our brother to be raised will 

fill the last still open line position of Junior Steward. So I expect your new line of officers is going to 

be very busy this year learning the rituals for all three degrees to maintain our tradition of excellent 

degree work and using the line to develop the skills of our members. I already see three more strong 
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candidates for the line and revel in the luxury afforded by no less than three officer’s coaches, other 

past masters leading in the life of the lodge, and a solid cadre of brothers willing to “make things 

happen”.  

This year we are taking steps to memorialize the three 

hundredth anniversary of the founding of the first 

Grand Lodge, the Grand Lodge of England. A group 

of us will travel over to the UK to visit two or three 

Grand Lodges, the Kilwinnig Mother Lodge, Rosslyn 

Chapel, exemplify a second degree in Ethelfleda Lodge 

in Tamworth (and perhaps two other lodges) and join in 

the 300th anniversary celebrations in Weston Park over 

the weekend of 24/25 June. We should have a pretty 

memorable presentation of pictures and mementos at 

our August Stated Meeting.  

Other notable events recent or planned include: our Crab Feed on January 28th; the Spring Dinner 

Theater on March 11 (see flyer in this trestle board); our annual Luau at our July Stated meeting 

which will be moved from July 4th to July 11th; our Past Masters’ degree at Mendocino Lodge 

August 19th (which I do hope might be a third degree) ; a Maryland crab feed in September; our 

annual Oktoberfest at the October Stated Meeting; and lastly the 2018 officers installation on 

December 9th. We are also intending a closer collaboration with Orinda lodge this year, to be side 

liners at each other’s degrees, and enhance that bond of brotherhood that has been growing between 

our lodges over many years. 

And so I challenge all of you who can, to attend the many degrees we shall celebrate this year, and 

renew with the candidates those obligations you once took kneeling at the altar, to recognize again 

the seriousness of those promises made perhaps so long ago. Promises that you kept and which have 

made our lodge such a strong bastion of all that is best in Freemasonry. So come along and help us 

celebrate the degrees of initiation, passing and raising this year, and help our degree teams do the 

best of which they are capable. 

 

 

From the Secretary’s Desk  ​-Fred Lezak, Secretary   ​ secretary@acalanesfellowship.com  
January has been a busy month. The primary event from the secretary’s point of view is collection of 

dues. Most of you have paid dues for 2017 and all dues cards have been mailed. If you haven’t 

received one, please call the lodge number or post something in our new lodge app.  
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Speaking of lodge apps, this month has been very busy including the installation of the new lodge 

app. We also had two First Degrees, several practices for an upcoming 

Third Degree and our annual Crab Feed. Several of the brethren 

attended a DeMolay Grand Court at which our own Worshipful Gary 

Charland and 5 other masons were installed in the DeMolay Legion of 

Honor. This is the highest honor which can be awarded to someone by 

the DeMolay organization. It was a very impressive ceremony and 

reminded me how valuable the DeMolay organization is to both 

masonry and our society at large. In conjunction with this event, 

Worshipful Terry Peters, President of Northern California DeMolay 

will be visiting Acalanes Fellowship Lodge at our March 7th stated meeting.  

As always, I invite you to our regular stated meeting together with social hour (5:30pm -6:30pm), 

delicious dinner interesting program (6:30pm – 7:30pm) and business meeting. If you haven’t been for 

a while, you sure have been missing a great time and we miss your presence. 

 

Hall Association  ​Bob Smith, Hall Association President   ​ hallassociation@acalanesfellowship.com  
Water, water everywhere and it found its way 

into our lodge. With over twenty five inches of 

rain in Lafayette this January we had a flood in 

the lodge’s downstairs closets and social hall.  To 

the rescue came Tim Wilbur, Mike Weis, Garth 

Korwin, Worshipful Marion Rogers, Pete 

Peterson and Bob Smith.  These brothers were 

able to stop the intrusion of water, get the 

pumps working, and clean up the water in the social hall and closets. 

Election of officers was held on January 23, 2017 and the following brothers were elected:  Bob 

Smith president, Pete Peterson vice president, Bill Smith secretary, and Worshipful Brad Rupert 

treasurer.  Brother Bob Strohmeyer attended his first meeting as a member. A financial report will 

be given to the lodge in our February meeting on February 7, 2017. 

Plan on being warm and cozy this winter with the addition of new thermostats that will be installed 

soon.  These thermostats can be operated with smart phones.  

We are looking forward with the possibility of some new renters this spring. The cooking school 

has already reserved eight weeks. 

Our next meeting will be held on Monday February 27, 2017. 
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3rd Degree Anniversaries 
 

 

 

Name Raised 
Years a 

MM 

Thomas W. Frutiger 2/23/1960 57 
Chandler S. Eason, Jr. 2/16/1961 56 
Gerald W. Walker 2/28/1989 28 
Brian O. James 2/25/2003 14 
Robert W. Newsted 2/3/2005 12 
Michael P. Kenny 2/16/2010 7 
   
   

 

 

Birthdays 
 

Please join us in wishing our brethren very happy 

birthdays this month. 

 

George R. Peck February 4 

Russell S. Kennedy, PM February 5 

John R. Osborne February 8 

Edward E. Stack February 9 

Harvey A. Uhl February 12 

Daniel M. Argueta February 14 

Ralph W. Runckel February 14 

Lawrence W. Strohmeyer February 17 

Gary G. Charland, PM February 18 

James H. Chamberlain, PM February 20 

Jack Heinz February 25 

Robert J. Knebel February 27 

Kevin W. Moore February 28 
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Welcome to our Newest Brothers! 

Noah Maier and John Minagro - Initiated January 17 

 

 
 

 
 

Come help our excellent Ritual Team  
 

RAISE 
Brother Terry Killgore 

--------------------------------- 
Saturday, February 18th 

9:30am 
Acalanes Fellowship Lodge 
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February Stated Meeting  ​February 7, 5:30pm 

 

Please join us for a special presentation by the Red Cross.  

Menu: Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Caesar Salad, Brownie Bites, Rolls & Butter 

 

Alternatively, you may email ​rsvp@acalanes.org​ or call (925) 284-7815 to register.  

 

 

Cornerstone Ceremony  March 28, 7:00am 

 

Orinda lodge will host a continental breakfast at 7am on Tuesday 

March 28th. We will travel to the new fire station on Stone Valley Rd in 

Alamo via a bus/private vehicles for the Ceremony scheduled for 11:30. 

We will then return to the Lodge for a lunch provided by Worshipful 

Tom Kavishi's Hickory Pit.  

 

 
 

MASTERS' and PAST MASTERS' ASSOCIATION  
of Alameda and Contra Costa Counties 

 
104th Annual Convocation  

Saturday, February 4,2017 at 3:00 pm 
 

Grand Master John Richard Heisner will be in attendance 
 

SCOTTISH RITE TEMPLE, OAKLAND, CA 
 

Reservations REQUIRED -  Contact ​mpmsecretary@att.net 
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Dinner: Pork tenderloin with roasted corn and black bean salsa 

Roasted rosemary potatoes and asparagus 

Appetizers, dessert and beverages 

Did you ever hear a tenor sax swingin' like a rusty axe? Baby, that is rock and 
roll, and the two voices behind an entire generation were Leiber & Stoller.  With 
music such as ​Poison Ivy, Charlie Brown, On Broadway, Stand By Me​  and 
many, many more, don't miss the greatest rock and roll revue of all time, and 
the most explosive event of the season! 

Ticket purchase​:  must be made by ​March 3, 2017 

CLICK HERE TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT!​  If you wish, you can reserve on 
Eventbrite for free and choose the option to pay cash or check to Brother Robert 
Strohmeyer, by no later than March 3, 2017.  You may also RSVP by emailing 
rsvp@acalanes.org​ or calling (800) 419-0819 ext. 2 and leaving a voicemail.  
 
You may also mail a check to Brother Harry Burt, 958 Treg Lane, Concord, CA 
94518. Please mark the check “Dinner Theater” and mail it in time to arrive 
before March 3, 2017 

Book early since seating is limited 

 

 

7 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/dinner-theatre-party-tickets-31520543795?ref=ebtnebtckt%22%20target=%22_blank%22
mailto:rsvp@acalanes.org
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/dinner-theatre-party-tickets-31520543795?ref=ebtnebtckt%22%20target=%22_blank%22


 

 
Sweetheart’s Banquet 

February 11, 5:00 pm 
 

Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant 
Pleasant Hill, CA 

 
Please join us for our annual Valentine's 
Sweethearts Banquet. All Masons, their 
ladies or widows, are warmly welcome.  

 
Cost: 
Masons/Men: $35 
Children: $20 
Sweethearts eat free! 
 
Menu: 
Choice of Steak, Chicken, or Fish 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Contact Us… 
 

Harry Burt 
Master 

master@acalanesfellowship.com 
 

Michael Roberts, PM 
Senior Warden 

srwarden@acalanesfellowship.com 
 

Robert Strohmeyer 
Junior Warden 

jrwarden@acalanesfellowship.com 
 

Fred Lezak 
Secretary 

secretary@acalanesfellowship.com 
 

Mark Williams 
Treasurer 

treasurer@acalanesfellowship.com 
 

Frank Shoffner 
Chaplain 

chaplain@acalanesfellowship.com 
 

Hall Association / Rentals 
hallassociation@acalanesfellowship.com 

 
Webmaster 

webmaster@acalanesfellowship.com 
 

Trestleboard 
trestleboard@acalanesfellowship.com 

 
 

Acalanes Fellowship Lodge 
P.O. Box 1, Lafayette, CA 94549 

(925) 284-7815 
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Upcoming Events​ at ​Acalanes Fellowship Lodge #480 
February 7, 5:30 pm  

Stated Meeting 

Reception at 5:30 pm 

Dinner at 6:30 pm 

Meeting at 7:30 pm 

February 11, 5:00 pm  

Sweetheart’s Banquet 

Honor our Sweethearts at  

Zio Fraedo’s in Pleasant Hill 

February 18, 9:30 am  

Third Degree - 

Terry Killgore 

Luncheon immediately 

following 

March 11, 6:00 pm 

Dinner Theatre Party 

Dinner at lodge followed by 

“Smokey Joe’s Cafe” at Town 

Hall Theater 
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